June 15, 2006
Computing Community Leaders Praise House Appropriators for Increasing
Research Funding to Aid Competitiveness
USACM and the Computing Research Association released the following joint statement regarding
Congress’ support of increased research funding:
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Washington, DC – Leaders of the Computing Research Association (CRA) and ACM’s U.S. Public Policy
Committee (USACM) commended Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA) and his colleagues on a House Appropriations
Subcommittee for fully supporting the President’s American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI) in legislation
passed by the subcommittee today.
The bill, approved by the House Appropriations Subcommittee for Science, State, Justice and Commerce,
would provide an 8 percent increase in research funding at the National Science Foundation – an increase
of $439 million over last year’s level – and an additional $104 million increase to the core laboratories of
the National Institute of Standards and Technology. Both increases are key parts of the ACI proposed by
the President in his State of the Union address last January.
“Chairman Wolf and his committee have created a historic opportunity to secure the Nation’s leadership in
research in information technology and other physical sciences,” said Daniel A. Reed, Director of the
Renaissance Computing Institute at the University of North Carolina and Chair of the Computing Research
Association. “By acting to fulfill the promise of ACI, the subcommittee has made a down payment on
America’s future competitiveness.”
“We applaud this decisive action and are pleased that the legislation responds to our advice about making a
serious statement about fostering innovation in America,” said Eugene Spafford, Director of the Center for
Education and Research in Information Assurance at Purdue University and Chair of the Association for
Computing Machinery’s U.S. Public Policy Committee (USACM). “The computing research field is a
crucial example of how federal investment in fundamental research drives economic growth. These
increases would reverse a lengthy trend of flat or declining budgets in computing research that threaten to
put future innovation at risk.”
“The computing research community thanks Chairman Wolf, Ranking Member Allan Mollohan (D-WV),
and the other members of the subcommittee for their extraordinary leadership in support of federal
investment in fundamental research,” Reed said.
About CRA
The Computing Research Association is an association of more than 200 North American academic
departments of computer science, computer engineering and related fields; laboratories and centers in
industry, government and academia engaging in basic computing research; and affiliated professional

societies. CRA’s mission is to strengthen research and advanced education in the computing fields, expand
opportunities for women and minorities, and improve public and policymaker understanding of the
importance of computing and computing research in our society.
About ACM
ACM, the Association for Computing Machinery http://www.acm.org, is an educational and scientific
society uniting the world’s computing educators, researchers and professionals to inspire dialogue, share
resources and address the field’s challenges. ACM strengthens the profession’s collective voice through
strong leadership, promotion of the highest standards, and recognition of technical excellence. ACM
supports the professional growth of its members by providing opportunities for life-long learning, career
development, and professional networking.
ABOUT USACM
The ACM U.S. Public Policy Committee (USACM) www.acm.org/usacm serves as the focal point for
ACM’s interaction with U.S. government organizations, the computing community, and the U.S. public in
all matters of U.S. public policy related to information technology. Supported by ACM’s Washington,
D.C., Office of Public Policy, USACM responds to requests for information and technical expertise from
U.S. government agencies and departments, seeks to influence relevant U.S. government policies on behalf
of the computing community and the public, and provides information to ACM on relevant U.S.
government activities.

